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The New Conference at The Hague. 

The attention of people everywhere is now turn- 
ing to the New Conference which is soon to gather at 
The Hague. For more than a year, or ever since the 
Interparliamentary deputation saw the President in 
Washington in September of last year, the meeting 
of a second conference like that of 1899 has been 
assured. Now that the Russo-Japanese war is out of 
the way active preparations are being made for the 
meeting. 

The turn in affairs by which the Czar of Russia is 
to issue the official invitations to the Conference has 
come as a real surprise to many. President Roosevelt 
had already, through Mr. Hay, addressed an inquiry 
to the various governments, and they had all expressed 
themselves as ready to join in the Conference as soon 
as the proper time should come. It was therefore 
expected by everybody that the initiative taken by 
the President would be followed up as soon as the 
Eastern war was over, and that the formal invita- 
tions to the meeting would be sent out by the Nether- 
lands government in the name of the United States. 
It seems to us still that that course ought to have 
been followed, in order to secure the best results 
from the meeting. 

One can well understand the wish of the Czar, 
who called the first conference, to be the promoter of 



the second also. His desire to do this must have 
been greatly increased by the discredit which the war 
has cast upon him as a promoter of peace. This has 
no doubt brought great distress to him, and his desire 
to restore the confidence lost is a most laudable one, 
particularly as he is known to be a sincere friend of 
peace, and was from the beginning opposed to the 
policy of the State Council which brought on war. 
He was practically helpless in the situation, and as 
the head of the state had to appear in a role which 
was extremely distasteful to him. 

President Roosevelt's willingness to step aside and 
let the Czar lead in convoking the Conference is, 
under all the circumstances, an act of great con- 
siderateness and courtesy. It is a fine example of 
a spirit which has been all too rare in international 
relations, and will tend to make the influence of the 
United States in the deliberations perhaps even 
stronger than it would have been if the meeting had 
been convened by the President. The credit, how- 
ever, of initiating the movement for the assembling 
of the Conference will always rightly be given to 
Mr. Roosevelt. 

The Conference is to meet, — that is the important 
thing. It will differ from the first Conference in 
being a real world gathering. The South and Central 
American republics are included in the invitation, as 
they were not in 1898, and they will doubtless all 
send representatives. So that instead of twenty-six 
powers participating, there will be some forty-four. 
That will give a significance to the Conference which 
the first, great as it was, did not have. 

It has been hinted in some papers that the prin- 
cipal business of the Conference will be to deal with 
certain questions of the laws of war which have been 
made prominent by the Russo-Japanese conflict. This 
we do not believe. Certain laws of war, particularly 
as regards the rights of neutrals, will be dealt with, 
but that will constitute a very minor part of the 
work. The Conference must not be, will not be, 
allowed to degenerate into a mere post-bellum meet- 
ing for the arrangement of certain details of the con- 
duct of fighting. It is to be like the first, a great 
constructive Peace Conference, whose chief task will 
be to lay more broadly and deeply the foundations of 
a juridic order which will ensure to the world general 
peace, and usher in an era when there will be little 
or no need for rules of war. The public sentiment 
of the civilized world will be vastly more potent at 
The Hague this time than it was seven years ago, 



